
Winter 2016 

   WHAT: Muskegon Irish American Society 

   16th annual pub party 

   WHERE: Hennessy’s Irish Pub & Restaurant 

   885 Jefferson Street 

   Muskegon, MI  (231) 728-3333 

   WHEN: Sunday, January 31, 2016 

   1:30 - 4:00 pm 

   No reservations & no cover charge 

   We will hold our raffle at this event! 

16th Annual Pub Party, January 31 
It’s time for our annual pub party at Hennessy’s!  

A special brand of Irish music, by the Conklin Ceili Band, will keep us entertained! Mick Lane and the 
band has been a house favorite for years. 

The festivities will begin with a warm welcome from President, Kevin Donovan and music by our very own 
David McIntyre and Jim Mayo.  The raffle drawing for the Waterford crystal decanter, pub glasses, and 
Whiskey School will also take place during this event. 

As usual, Irish victuals and libations will be available, and there is no cover charge.  

 

LAST CHANCE to Purchase your Raffle Tickets! 
Our annual raffle will be held at our Pub Party on January 31, 2016 at Hennessy’s. This raffle is our major 
fundraising project for the year, and helps to support all our club’s activities and the newsletter.  This year’s raffle 
prize has a value of $850.00. It includes a year of monthly whiskey schools for two persons at Hennessy’s, and a 
Waterford decanter and two glasses in the classic “Cooper” pattern. We asked you to purchase or sell two raffle 
tickets, which are priced at $10.00 each. Please follow the instructions in the letter you received with your tickets 
for turning in your sale money or the tickets...and GOOD LUCK! 

 



Saying Goodbye  
Last November 4 our club and our community lost a stalwart supporter when Mary Cronenwett laid down her earthly burden and entered into 
her eternal reward. Mary was proud of being a Murphy from her mother’s side, was twice President of our club, and was named as one of our 
club’s Irish Person of the Year. Mary’s life story cannot be told better than in her following obituary. We extend our deep condolences to 
Mary’s family and to the family of MIAS member John McKendry, Jr. who passed away on December 16. 

MARY FISHER CRONENWETT age 85, passed away peacefully Wednesday, November 4, 2015 at the Poppen Residence. 
Mary was born November 6, 1929 to Urban A. and Mabelle (Murphy) Fisher in Detroit. Mary moved to Grand Rapids 
at an early age and spent the first half of her life there, graduating from Marywood Academy with the Class of 1947. 
She then went on to Aquinas College and Grand Rapids Junior College. Mary was employed by Michigan Mutual 
Insurance for 15 years and was then hired as St. Mary's Hospital's first full-time Director of Public Relations. Mary 
began her lifelong commitment to volunteering and public service while in Grand Rapids. She served on the board 

and was chairperson of the MDA drive in Grand Rapids, was the first president of the Alexander Campbell Guild for Blodgett 
Hospital, and was on the Board of Directors of the Indian Trail Camp for the Physically Handicapped from 1962 until 1997. In 
her 40's, Mary met Wilson R. (Bill) Cronenwett (Cmdr., USN, Ret.), a widower. She found the great love of her life in Bill and 
they married on June 6, 1975. Spanning her years in the Muskegon area, Mary was involved in more activities and organizations 
than many of her good friends even realized. Her many involvements included working with the Friends of Hackley Public 
Library, where she and Bill were honored for their work in bringing the Book of Kells, in addition to serving as president. Mary 
served three terms as president of Friends of Art at the Muskegon Museum of Art. She also worked with the Mercy Hospital 
Guild, serving a term as president, as she did with the Muskegon County Museum. She proudly served 12 years on the board 
with Harbor Hospice, where she volunteered and also helped raise funds for the Poppen Residence. Mary worked with Project 
Literacy and volunteered with the United Way for many years. She served 9 years on the West Michigan Symphony board and 
was an active member of the Greater Muskegon Service League, Hackley Free Bed, the Muskegon Irish American Society (2 
terms as president), the Fifth Guild at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, and Questors. She devoted countless hours at the Loaves and 
Fishes Food Pantry West Michigan Catholic Charities, and donated over 110 units of blood. In 2006, Mary received the Richard 
Charles Ford Arts and Humanities Award.  

JOHN H. MCKENDRY, JR., age 65, passed away unexpectedly Wednesday, December 16, 2015. He was born on March 24, 
1950 in Grand Rapids, MI to John H. McKendry, Sr. of Flint, MI and Lois Ruth (Brandel) McKendry of East Grand 
Rapids, MI. As the oldest hearing child of deaf parents, John had a foot in the adult world from a very young age 
and developed a keen appreciation for the spoken word. John was a skilled high school debater at Mona Shores 
High School, where he returned to serve as debate coach. He became an expert in communicating, attending Albion 
College on a debate scholarship and applying his debate skills at the University of Michigan Law School and in his 

legal practice. He had also been President of the TKE Fraternity at Albion College. For more than 35 years, John practiced 
employee benefits law, and was a frequent speaker at Grand Valley State University, the Institute of Continuing Legal Education 
(Michigan), Michigan Association of Certified Public Accountants, Michigan Medical Group Management, Michigan School 
Business Officials and Employers Association of West Michigan. Since November, 1984, John was a partner with Warner 
Norcross & Judd LLP. His professional recognition includes Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA and Michigan Super 
Lawyers. He married the former Linda Schmalzer on August 11, 1973.  John contributed generously to many non-profit and 
charitable organizations, including service to the American Cancer Society of Muskegon County Unit, Past President and Past 
Board Member; Catholic Social Services, Board Member; Deaf Hard of Hearing Connection, Founder, Chairman Board of 
Directors; Michigan Interscholastic Forensic Association, Past Director, Counsel; Miss Michigan, Interview Coach, State 
pageant judge, local pageant judge; Mona Shores Public Schools, Chair Blue Ribbon Commission, Chair, Millage Campaign, 
Founder, Education Foundation; Director/Assistant Director of Debate Seven-time State champions, Mercy Health Partners Life 
Counseling, Treasurer; Board Member, Mona Lake Watershed Council, Board of Directors, Counsel; Norton Shores Charter 
Commission, Chair; St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church, Lector, Co-Chair of the Journey of Faith Campaign, Lector 
Coordinator, Bible Study Instructor; United Way of West Michigan Chairman, Professional Division, and West Michigan 
Symphony, President, Vice President, Board of Directors. He was also a member of the Country Club and Optimist Club here in 
Muskegon. John was an enthusiast with many interests, including boating, reading, education, and music.  



Dues Can Be Paid with PayPal 
With this newsletter you will receive our annual dues statement for 2016. Our dues remain a 
bargain at $20 per family, and are essential to support our club’s programs and the 
newsletter. An added convenience, is the ability to pay your dues on PayPal. If you wish to 
use PayPal, go to our website and click on the “Members” section. There is an added service fee of $1.50  to use 
PayPal. Payment by check is always welcome!  It is also convenient to pay your dues at the pub party on January 
31.  Thank you! 

Whiskey School 2015 
 
On November 18th, approximately fifty of our members attended a private Whiskey School at Hennessy’s Irish Pub & Restaurant.  Led by 
Hennessy’s Manager, Alister Jackson, attendees learned the history of and sampled six Irish whiskeys: Bushmills, Concannon, Jameson, 
Paddy, Tullamore D.E.W., and 2 Gingers. Members also enjoyed a delicious buffet of Irish Soda Bread with herbed butter, smoked salmon 
with chutney, and curry beef tips and rice. A lovely pumpkin dessert and coffee rounded out the evening.  
 
Irish Whiskeys are renowned for being distilled three times, unlike Scotch which is distilled 
twice. Irish whiskey has a smoother finish as opposed to the smoky, earthy overtones common 
to some Scotches. The word "whiskey" is an Anglicisation of uisce beatha, meaning "water of 
life". 
 
Bushmills is Ireland’s oldest whiskey, first produced in 1608. A lighter grain whiskey, 
Bushmills has picked up 36 awards this year alone. You’ll notice it’s rich, smooth 
warming taste almost instantly. It’s an easy drinking, versatile whiskey that can be 
enjoyed neat, over ice or with your favorite mixer.  
 
Concannon is a refined blend of malt and grain whiskeys, Concannon Irish Whiskey is craft 
distilled for proper balance of character and purity, then matured in a combination of ex-
bourbon barrels and Concannon wine barrels for a minimum of four years.  With a full, clean 
taste delicately balanced between honey sweet, citrus and malt flavors, and a fresh oak finish, 
Concannon Irish Whiskey can be enjoyed neat, on the rocks or in a variety of premium 
cocktails. 
 
Jameson Original is a blend of pot still and fine grain whiskeys that is as versatile as it is 
smooth. To the nose, Jameson has a light floral fragrance, peppered with spicy wood and 
sweet notes. The taste is a perfect balance of spicy, nutty and vanilla notes with hints of sweet 
sherry and exceptional smoothness. 
 
What separates Paddy Irish Whiskey from others is the addition of malt and the triple 
distillation process, which makes it soft and mellow. After fermentation, the wash is pumped 
to the first of three copper pot-stills; the Wash Still for distillation. Under the care of the 
Master Distiller, this process is repeated two more times: Once in the Feint Still and again in 
the Spirit Still, to get that great Irish Whiskey taste. It’s then filled into oak casks to rest and 
mature for years before the final careful blending process. 
 
Tullamore D.E.W. is the original triple distilled, triple blend whiskey. Known the world over for its smooth and gentle complexity. 
Tullamore D.E.W. is named after Daniel E. Williams, the man who decided that true craft could only come from the True Character and 
insisted that his whiskey was made accordingly. At the core of the legendary whiskey making process is the number three. Using three 
natural ingredients, three varieties of grain distillations and three different types of maturation casks, Tullamore D.E.W. is he worlds only 
triple distilled, triple blend, triple matured whiskey and yields an award-winning flavor profile of true Irish character. 
 
2 GINGERS was started by Irishman Kieran Folliard who had a passion, a great idea and an inspiration. The result? A smooth, malty and 
slightly sweet, blended Irish Whiskey named after his mother and aunt, the two fiery-redheads whose likenesses are on our bottle. 2 
GINGERS is a smooth, stand-out spirit when consumed neat or on the rocks, and a mixable Irish Whiskey that stands up in a cocktail.  



St. Patrick’s Day Events 
There will not be another newsletter before St. Patrick’s Day. 

Please note these upcoming events. 

 

At Fricano’s, sponsored by the Michigan Irish Music Festival, 5:30-11:30 pm Friday and Saturday night. There will 
be a fine entertainment line-up, silent auction and Irish food by McGovern’s Catering. Tickets available at the door. 

 
 

Sponsored by Muskegon Jaycees in downtown Muskegon on Saturday morning at 11:00 am. Line up for the parade at 
the corner of 4th and Clay, by Hackley Park at 10:30 am. If you are a member of our club, please walk with our club 
in the parade even if you are a volunteer with the music festival. We need a good turnout for our club. And here’s a 
secret strategy...our club walks in the front of the parade, so we beat the crowd to Hennessy’s! 

 

 

Thursday is St. Patrick’s Day itself. Please join our club at noon at Hennessy’s for our 43rd annual Raising of the 
Irish Flag in downtown Muskegon. After a brief ceremony, we will gather for lunch at Hennessy’s. Please join us in 
this longstanding tradition! 

St. Patrick’s Party: March  11 & 12 

St. Patrick’s Parade: March  12 

43rd Annual Irish Flag Raising: March 17 

What’s in an Irish Name? 
The most common Irish surnames in Ireland haven’t changed much for a century. Here are 10 of them: 
 
1. Murphy — The Anglicized version of the Irish surname Ó Murchadha and Mac Murchadha, meaning “sea warrior.” 
2. Kelly — The origin of this Irish name is uncertain. An Anglicized version of the Irish name Ó Ceallaigh, it can describe a warrior or mean 
“white-headed,” “frequenting churches,” or “descendant of Ceallach.” 
3. O’Sullivan — (Ó Súileabháin or Ó Súilleabháin in Irish). In 1890, 90 percent of the O’Sullivans were estimated to be in Munster. Many 
people agree that the basic surname means “eye,” but they do not agree whether the rest of the name means “one-eyed,” “hawk-eyed,” “black
-eyed,” or something else. 
4. Walsh — This name came to Ireland via British soldiers during the Norman invasion of Ireland and means “from Wales.” It’s derived 
from Breathnach or Brannagh. 
5. Smith — This surname does not necessarily suggest English ancestry, as some think; often the surname was derived from Gabhann 
(which means “smith”). 
6. O’Brien — This name came down from Brian Boru (941-1014) who was king of Munster; his descendants took the name Ó Briain. 
7. Byrne (also Byrnes; O’Byrne) — from the Irish name Ó Broin (“raven”; also, descendant of Bran); this dates to the ancient Celtic 
chieftain Bran mac Máelmórda, a King of Leinster in the 11th century. 
8. Ryan — This name has various possible origins: from the Gaelic Ó Riagháin (grandson or descendant of Rían) or Ó Maoilriain 
(grandson/descendant of Maoilriaghain) or Ó Ruaidhín (grandson/descendant of the little red one). Or it may be a simplification of the name 
Mulryan. It means “little king.” 
9. O’Connor — From Ó Conchobhair (grandson or descendant of Conchobhar; “lover of hounds”). 
10. O’Neill — Anglicized from the Gaelic Ua Néill (grandson or descendant of Niall). The name is connected with meanings including 
“vehement” and “champion.” The main O’Niall family is descended from the historic “Niall of the Nine Hostages.” 
 

 By Leslie Lang, as published at Ancestry.com 


